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flagship Idzumo. They are not making capital out of the inci-
dent, but have landed 400 marines, and the Admiral has issued
a warning to the population to keep cool, as these measures are
for self-protection.
Friday 25                                          SINO-JAPANESE RELATIONS
The Japanese are behaving with extreme correctness, but
Tokyo takes a very serious view of the recent incident in
Shanghai. Mr. Hirota, the Japanese Prime Minister, is reported
to have informed the Chinese Ambassador that General Chiang
Kai-shek is returning to conduct negotiations. He is also
credited with stating that the Chinese Government either fails
to understand what is happening or lacks power to maintain
order in the country.
MAIDEN CASTLE
The excavations at Maiden Castle, in Dorset, have revealed
an adult burial dating from the earliest Iron Age camp of about
300 B.C. A circular pit had been carefully dug to a depth of
four feet at the foot of the earliest rampart of the castle, and
the dead person laid on the chalk bottom. It is possible that the
burial was ceremonial, involving human sacrifice, for it was the
custom to bury a first-born, or some person, under the founda-
tion of a new building to bring it luck.
Saturday 26                                                          PALESTINE
At Jenin, British troops for the first time took the offensive
without waiting for the attack. Satisfaction is expressed at the
result. Information was received that a body of Arabs had con-
centrated to ambush a convoy. The troops moved against them
and kept them engaged while the Royal Air Force bombed
them. The Arabs lost nearly sixty. Two more troopships have
reached Haifa.
THE FRANC TO BE DEVALUED
A monetary agreement between Great Britain, the United
States, and France is announced, under which the French
Government are to propose to their Parliament a readjustment
of the franc. The franc is to be devalued to a level equivalent
to 107 to the pound. An exchange stabilisation fund of
10,000,000,000 francs will be set up. This is regarded as an
important step towards the ultimate stabilisation of world
currencies.
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